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Whereas more than 300,000 people in the 

United States suffer from scleroderma; 
Whereas the symptoms of scleroderma in-

clude hardening and thickening of the skin, 
swelling, disfigurement of the hands, spasms 
of blood vessels causing severe discomfort in 
the fingers and toes, weight loss, joint pain, 
difficulty swallowing, extreme fatigue, and 
ulcerations on the fingertips which are slow 
to heal; 

Whereas people with advanced scleroderma 
may be unable to perform even the simplest 
tasks; 

Whereas 80 percent of the people suffering 
from scleroderma are women between the 
ages of 25 and 55; 

Whereas scleroderma is the 5th leading 
cause of death among all autoimmune dis-
eases for women who are 65 years old or 
younger; 

Whereas the wide range of symptoms and 
localized and systemic variations of 
scleroderma make it difficult to diagnose; 

Whereas the average diagnosis of 
scleroderma is made 5 years after the onset 
of symptoms; 

Whereas the cause of scleroderma is still 
unknown and there is no known cure; and 

Whereas the estimated annual direct and 
indirect costs of scleroderma in the United 
States are $1,500,000,000: Now therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That it is the sense of the 
Congress that— 

(1) private organizations and health care 
providers should be recognized for their ef-
forts to promote awareness of and research 
on scleroderma; 

(2) the people of the United States, includ-
ing the medical community, should make 
themselves aware of the symptoms of 
scleroderma and contribute to the fight 
against scleroderma; 

(3) the Federal Government has a responsi-
bility to promote awareness regarding 
scleroderma, to adequately fund research 
projects regarding scleroderma, and to con-
tinue to consider ways to improve the qual-
ity of health care services provided for 
scleroderma patients, including making pre-
scription medication more affordable; 

(4) the National Institutes of Health should 
continue to play a leadership role in the 
fight against scleroderma by— 

(A) working more closely with private or-
ganizations and researchers to find a cure for 
scleroderma; 

(B) funding research projects regarding 
scleroderma conducted by private organiza-
tions and researchers; 

(C) holding a scleroderma symposium 
which would bring together distinguished 
scientists and clinicians from across the 
United States to determine the most impor-
tant priorities in scleroderma research; 

(D) supporting the formation of small 
workgroups composed of experts from di-
verse but related scientific fields to study 
scleroderma; 

(E) conducting more genetic, environ-
mental, and clinical research regarding 
scleroderma; 

(F) training more basic and clinical sci-
entists to carry out such research; and 

(G) providing for better dissemination of 
the information learned from such research; 
and 

(5) the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention should give priority consideration to 
the establishment of a national epidemiolog-
ical study to better track the incidence of 
scleroderma and to gather information about 
the disease that could lead to a cure. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 525. Mr. SESSIONS (for Mr. NELSON of 
Florida) proposed an amendment to the reso-

lution S. Res. 97, expressing the sense of the 
Senate regarding the arrests of Cuban de-
mocracy activists by the Cuban Government. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 525. Mr. SESSIONS (for Mr. NEL-
SON of Florida) proposed an amendment 
to the resolution S. Res. 97, expressing 
the sense of the Senate regarding the 
arrests of Cuban democracy activists 
by the Cuban Government; as follows: 

Delete the preamble and insert in lieu 
thereof: 

Whereas on March 18, 2003, Fidel Castro 
and the Government of Cuba began an is-
land-wide campaign to arrest and jail dozens 
of prominent democracy activists and critics 
of the repressive regime; 

Whereas since March 19, 2003, the Cuban 
police have arrested approximately 80 Cu-
bans for engaging in free speech under Law 
88, the Law for the Protection of National 
Independence and the Economy of Cuba, 
which is a notorious law passed 3 years ago 
by the communist county; 

Whereas the imprisoned political oppo-
nents of Castro include librarians, journal-
ists, and others who have supported the 
Varela Project, which seeks to bring free 
speech, open elections, and democracy to the 
island nation; 

Whereas during this crackdown, widely 
recognized as the most severe in some time, 
Fidel Castro is inhumanely pursuing the 
harshest punishments for these political 
prisoners, including pursuing life sentences 
for as many as 12; and 

Whereas the failure to condemn the Cuban 
Government’s renewed political repression of 
democracy activists will undermine the op-
portunity for freedom on the Island. 

f 

THE CALENDAR 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed, en bloc, to the immediate con-
sideration of the following bills on the 
calendar: No. 35, S. 164; No. 36, S. 212; 
No. 37, S. 220; No. 38, S. 278; No. 39, S. 
328, No. 40, S. 347, and No. 42, H.R. 397. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk 
will report the bills by title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (S. 164) to authorize the Secretary of 
the Interior to conduct a special resource 
study of sites associated with the life of 
Cesar Estrada Chavez and the farm labor 
movement. 

A bill (S. 212) to authorize the Secretary of 
the Interior to cooperate with the High 
Plains States in conducting a hydrogeologic 
characterization, mapping, modeling and 
monitoring program for the High Plains Aq-
uifer, and for other purposes. 

A bill (S. 220) to reinstate and extend the 
deadline for commencement of construction 
of a hydroelectric project in the State of Illi-
nois. 

A bill (S. 278) to make certain adjustments 
to the boundaries of the Mount Naomi Wil-
derness Area, and for other purposes. 

A bill (S. 328) to designate Catoctin Moun-
tain Park in the State of Maryland as the 
‘‘Catoctin Mountain National Recreation 
Area’’, and for other purposes. 

A bill (S. 347) to direct the Secretary of the 
Interior and the Secretary of Agriculture to 
conduct a joint special resources study to 
evaluate the suitability and feasibility of es-
tablishing the Rim of the Valley Corridor as 

a unit of the Santa Monica Mountains Na-
tional Recreation Area, and for other pur-
poses. 

A bill (H.R. 397) to reinstate and extend the 
deadline for commencement of construction 
of a hydroelectric project in the State of Illi-
nois. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bills, en bloc. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that, where appli-
cable, the committee amendments be 
agreed to; that the bills, as amended, if 
amended, be read a third time and 
passed; that the motions to reconsider 
be laid upon the table; and that any 
statements relating to the bills be 
printed in the RECORD, the above oc-
curring en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CESAR ESTRADA CHAVEZ STUDY 
ACT 

The Senate proceeded to consider the 
bill (S. 164) to authorize the Secretary 
of the Interior to conduct a special re-
source study of sites associated with 
the life of Cesar Estrada Chavez and 
the farm labor movement, which had 
been reported from the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources, with an 
amendment to strike all after the en-
acting clause and inserting in lieu 
thereof the following: 

[Strike the part shown in black 
brackets and insert the part shown in 
italic.] 

S. 164 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
øSECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

øThis Act may be cited as the ‘‘César 
Estrada Chávez Study Act’’. 
øSEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

øCongress finds that— 
ø(1) on March 31, 1927, César Estrada 

Chávez was born on a small farm near Yuma, 
Arizona; 

ø(2) at age 10, Chávez and his family be-
came migrant farm workers after they lost 
their farm in the Great Depression; 

ø(3) throughout his youth and into adult-
hood, Chávez migrated across the Southwest, 
laboring in fields and vineyards; 

ø(4) during this period, Chávez was exposed 
to the hardships and injustices of farm work-
er life; 

ø(5) in 1952, Chávez’s life as an organizer 
and public servant began when he left the 
fields and joined the Community Service Or-
ganization, a community-based self-help or-
ganization; 

ø(6) while with the Community Service Or-
ganization, Chávez conducted— 

ø(A) voter registration drives; and 
ø(B) campaigns against racial and eco-

nomic discrimination; 
ø(7) during the late 1950’s and early 1960’s, 

Chávez served as the national director of the 
Community Service Organization; 

ø(8) in 1962, Chávez founded the National 
Farm Workers Association, an organization 
that— 

ø(A) was the first successful farm workers 
union in the United States; and 

ø(B) became known as the ‘‘United Farm 
Workers of America’’; 

ø(9) from 1962 to 1993, as leader of United 
Farm Workers of America, Chávez achieved 
for tens of thousands of farm workers— 
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ø(A) dignity and respect; 
ø(B) fair wages; 
ø(C) medical coverage; 
ø(D) pension benefits; 
ø(E) humane living conditions; and 
ø(F) other rights and protections; 
ø(10) the leadership and humanitarianism 

of César Chávez continue to influence and in-
spire millions of citizens of the United 
States to seek social justice and civil rights 
for the poor and disenfranchised; and 

ø(11) the life of César Chávez and his family 
provides an outstanding opportunity to illus-
trate and interpret the history of agricul-
tural labor in the western United States. 
øSEC. 3. RESOURCE STUDY. 

ø(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 3 years 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of the Interior (referred to in this 
section as the ‘‘Secretary’’) shall complete a 
resource study of sites in the State of Ari-
zona, the State of California, and other 
States that are significant to the life of 
César E. Chávez and the farm labor move-
ment in the western United States to deter-
mine— 

ø(1) appropriate methods for preserving 
and interpreting the sites; and 

ø(2) whether any of the sites meets the cri-
teria for listing on the National Register of 
Historic Places or designation as a national 
historic landmark under— 

ø(A) the Act of August 21, 1935 (16 U.S.C. 
461 et seq.); and 

ø(B) the National Historic Preservation 
Act (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). 

ø(b) REQUIREMENTS.—In conducting the 
study under subsection (a), the Secretary 
shall— 

ø(1) consider the criteria for the study of 
areas for potential inclusion in the National 
Park System under section 8(b)(2) of Public 
Law 91–383 (16 U.S.C. 1a–5(b)(2)); and 

ø(2) consult with— 
ø(A) the César E. Chávez Foundation; 
ø(B) the United Farm Workers Union; 
ø(C) State and local historical associations 

and societies; and 
ø(D) the State Historic Preservation Offi-

cers of the State of Arizona, the State of 
California, and any other State in which a 
site described in subsection (a) is located. 

ø(c) REPORT.—On completion of the study 
under subsection (a), the Secretary shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Resources of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Energy and Natural Resources of the Sen-
ate a report on— 

ø(1) the findings of the study; and 
ø(2) any recommendations of the Sec-

retary. 
ø(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 

There are authorized to be appropriated such 
sums as are necessary to carry out this Act.¿ 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 
This Act may be cited as the ‘‘César Estrada 

Chávez Study Act’’. 
SEC. 2. RESOURCE STUDY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 3 years after 
funds are made available to implement this Act, 
the Secretary of the Interior (referred to in this 
section as the ‘‘Secretary’’) shall complete a re-
source study of sites in the State of Arizona, the 
State of California, and other States that are 
significant to the life of César E. Chávez and 
the farm labor movement in the western United 
States to determine appropriate methods for pre-
serving and interpreting the sites; and to deter-
mine whether any of the sites meets the criteria 
for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places or designation as a national historic 
landmark under the Act of August 21, 1935 (16 
U.S.C. 461 et seq.); and the National Historic 
Preservation Act (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). 

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—In conducting the study 
the Secretary shall consider the criteria for the 
study of areas of potential inclusion in the Na-

tional Park System under section 8(b)(2) of Pub-
lic Law 91–383 (16 U.S.C. 1a–5(b)(2)). 

(c) CONSULTATION.—In conducting the study 
the Secretary shall consult with— 

(1) the César E. Chávez Foundation; 
(2) the United Farm Workers Union; and 
(3) State and local historical associations and 

societies, including State Historic Preservation 
Offices in the State where a site is located. 

(d) REPORT.—On completion of the study the 
Secretary shall submit to the Committee on Re-
sources of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources of 
the Senate a report on the findings of the study 
and any recommendations. 
SEC. 3. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

There are authorized to be appropriated such 
sums as may be necessary to carry out this Act. 

The committee amendment in the 
nature of a substitute was agreed to. 

The bill (S. 164), as amended, was 
read the third time and passed. 

f 

HIGH PLAINS AQUIFER 
HYDROGEOLOGIC CHARACTER-
IZATION, MAPPING, AND MOD-
ELING ACT 

The Senate proceeded to consider the 
bill (S. 212) to authorize the Secretary 
of the Interior to cooperate with the 
High Plains States in conducting a 
hydrogeologic characterization, map-
ping, modeling and monitoring pro-
gram for the High Plains Aquifer, and 
for other purposes, which had been re-
ported from the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources with an amend-
ment to strike all after the enacting 
clause and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 

[Strike the part shown in black 
brackets and insert the part shown in 
italic.] 

S. 212 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
øSECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

øThis Act may be cited as the ‘‘High Plains 
Aquifer Hydrogeologic Characterization, 
Mapping, Modeling and Monitoring Act’’. 
øSEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

øFor the purposes of this Act: 
ø(1) ASSOCIATION.—The term ‘‘Association’’ 

means the Association of American State 
Geologists. 

ø(2) COUNCIL.—The term ‘‘Council’’ means 
the Western States Water Council. 

ø(3) DIRECTOR.—The term ‘‘Director’’ 
means the Director of the United States Geo-
logical Survey. 

ø(4) FEDERAL COMPONENT.—The term ‘‘Fed-
eral component’’ means the Federal compo-
nent of the High Plains Aquifer Comprehen-
sive Hydrogeologic Characterization, Map-
ping, Modeling and Monitoring Program de-
scribed in section 3(c). 

ø(5) HIGH PLAINS AQUIFER.—The term ‘‘High 
Plains Aquifer’’ is the groundwater reserve 
depicted as Figure 1 in the United States Ge-
ological Survey Professional Paper 1400–B, 
titled ‘‘Geohydrology of the High Plains Aq-
uifer in Parts of Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska, 
New Mexico, Oklahoma, South Dakota, 
Texas, and Wyoming.’’. 

ø(6) HIGH PLAINS AQUIFER STATES.—The 
term ‘‘High Plains Aquifer States’’ means 
the States of Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska, 
New Mexico, Oklahoma, South Dakota, 
Texas, and Wyoming. 

ø(7) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of the Interior. 

ø(8) STATE COMPONENT.—The term ‘‘State 
component’’ means the State component of 
the High Plains Aquifer Comprehensive 
Hydrogeologic Characterization, Mapping, 
Modeling and Monitoring Program described 
in section 3(d). 
øSEC. 3. ESTABLISHMENT. 

ø(a) PROGRAM.—The Secretary, working 
through the United States Geological Sur-
vey, and in cooperation with participating 
State geological surveys and water manage-
ment agencies of the High Plains Aquifer 
States, shall establish and carry out the 
High Plains Aquifer Comprehensive 
Hydrogeologic Characterization, Mapping, 
Modeling and Monitoring Program, for the 
purposes of the characterization, mapping, 
modeling, and monitoring of the High Plains 
Aquifer. The Program shall undertake on a 
county-by-county level or at the largest 
scales and most detailed levels determined 
to be appropriate on a state-by-state and re-
gional basis— 

ø(1) mapping of the hydrogeological con-
figuration of the High Plains Aquifer; and 

ø(2) with respect to the High Plains Aqui-
fer, analyses of the current and past rates at 
which groundwater is being withdrawn and 
recharged, the net rate of decrease or in-
crease in High Plains Aquifer storage, the 
factors controlling the rate of horizontal and 
vertical migration of water within the High 
Plains Aquifer, and the current and past rate 
of change of saturated thickness within the 
High Plains Aquifer. 
øThe Program shall also develop, as rec-
ommended by the State panels referred to in 
subsection (d)(1), regional data bases and 
groundwater flow models. 

ø(b) FUNDING.—The Secretary shall make 
available fifty percent of the funds available 
pursuant to this title for use in carrying out 
the State component of the Program, as pro-
vided for by subsection (d). 

ø(c) FEDERAL PROGRAM COMPONENT.— 
ø(1) PRIORITIES.—The Program shall in-

clude a Federal component, developed in 
consultation with the Federal Review Panel 
provided for by subsection (e), which shall 
have as its priorities— 

ø(A) coordinating Federal, State, and local, 
data, maps, and models into an integrated 
physical characterization of the High Plains 
Aquifer; 

ø(B) supporting State and local activities 
with scientific and technical specialists; and 

ø(C) undertaking activities and providing 
technical capabilities not available at the 
State and local levels. 

ø(2) INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES.—The Fed-
eral component shall include interdiscipli-
nary studies that add value to hydrogeologic 
characterization, mapping, modeling and 
monitoring for the High Plains Aquifer. 

ø(d) STATE PROGRAM COMPONENT.— 
ø(1) PRIORITIES.—Upon election by a High 

Plains Aquifer State, the State may partici-
pate in the State component of the Program 
which shall have as its priorities 
hydrogeologic characterization, mapping, 
modeling, and monitoring activities in areas 
of the High Plains Aquifer that will assist in 
addressing issues relating to groundwater de-
pletion and resource assessment of the Aqui-
fer. As a condition of participating in the 
State component of the Program, the Gov-
ernor or Governor’s designee shall appoint a 
State panel representing a broad range of 
users of, and persons knowledgeable regard-
ing, hydrogeologic data and information, 
which shall be appointed by the Governor of 
the State or the Governor’s designee. Prior-
ities under the State component shall be 
based upon the recommendations of the 
State panel. 

ø(2) AWARDS.— 
ø(A) Twenty percent of the Federal funds 

available under the State component shall 
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